Figure |l - Risso’s Dolphin #88-3 being hoisted
by a "boom”™ at Skidegate Inlet.
Photo Credit: Allan Cowan
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REPORT ALL CETACEAN STRANDINGS AND INCIDEN-
TAL CATCHES TO 756-7777 or 380-192S.

The Stranded Whale and Dolphin Program of B.C. was
started in 1987 (Baird et al. 1988). The stranding program has a
variety of purposes, but primarily functions to ensure that the
maximum amount of information and use can be made from each
stranded cetacean. This includes both the use of carcasses for
scientific and educational purposes, and the disscmination and use
of the information obtained for scientific studies. Records of
stranded cetaceans are valuable in determining the range and
relative abundance of rare or unusual species, and can help identify
potential limiting factors to various populations, such as pollution
levels and the number killed incidentally in net fisheries. Some of
the information obtained to date has been valuable in assessing the
status of certain species for COSEWIC (Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada) and has been the basis of, or used
in, several publications and reports (Langelier et al. 1988; Baird et
al. 1989; Baird and Stacey 1988; Stacey and Baird 1988, 1989;
Leatherwood et al. 1989). The SWDP has been able to provide
skeletons for the research collection of the Royal British Columbia
Museum, tissues for environmental pollutant and genetic studies at
the Freshwater Institute in Winnipeg, and live nematodes for Italian
researchers studying genetic variability of nematodes around the
world.
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The purposes of this report are to encourage reporting of
cetacean strandings and incidental catches in B.C. and to dissemi-
nate information gained through the stranding program in 1988.

Strandings result from a variety of, as yet, incompletely
understood causes. Individual cetaceans that strand on the beach
alive are usually doing so in response to illness. Because much of
the B.C. coastline is isolated and inaccessible, many cetaceans
might strand alive, but not be found until they have already died.
Similarly, some animals found dead may have actually died off-
shore due to an incidental catch in a fishery, such as gillnet or other
fisheries, and then washed ashore. Occasionally it is possible to
determine these mortalities as net-induced from the nature of
external wounds and evidence of drowning. Positive determination
of cause of death in stranded cetaceans is often impossible because
of advanced decompositon or because the animal is washed away
from the beach. One of the most critical stages in the investigation
of a stranding is having the carcass sccured to shore with a rope so
it will not drift off with the tides. Prompt reporting is nccessary to
gain the most from strandings, and it is hoped that through educa-
tion, the public will learn to contact the Stranding Program or other
appropriate agencies so that a thorough investigation of cach
stranding can take place. This is especially important in the Queen
Charlotte [slands and isolated areas on the British Columbia coast-
line.

Participants in the stranding program include a number of
volunteers, and the following organizations; the Department of
Fisheries and Occans, the Royal British Columbia Museum, the Port
Hardy Muscum and Archives, and the Vancouver Public Aquarium.
Besides current strandings, we are interested in finding out about
any strandings that have occurred in the past, for comparison of
historical and recent records. If anyone knows of any cetacean
strandings in British Columbia, either current or past, please report
them to the authors at 756-7777 or 380-1925.

Twenty-eight strandings or incidental catches were reported
to the siranding program in 1988, and arc presented in Table 1. A
total of nine species were recorded, the same number as in 1987.
Two species represented in 1987, killer whale (Orcinus orca) and
false killer whale (Pscudorca crassidens), were not recorded in
1988. Two species represented in 1988 were not recorded in 1987:
sperm whale (Physcter macrocephalus) and Pacific white-sided
dolphin (Lagenorhynchus obliquidens). Other species recorded in
1988 include: gray whale (Eschrichtius robustus), Risso’s dolphin
(Grampus griseus), Dall’s porpoise (Phocoenoides dalli), harbour
porpoisc (Phocoena phococna), humpback whale (Megaptera no-
vaeangliac), Cuvier's beaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris), and
minke whale (Balacnoptera acutorosirata). We arc certain however,
that many more strandings and incidental catches occur, but are not
reported. Many of the strandcd animals reported here were on shore
for several wecks before being found and reported, and it is likely
that a large numbecr, especially small cetaceans, get washed off
shore or are damaged by scavengers before they can be found. Also,
because of the isolation of most of the B.C. coastline, alarge number
of strandings are never found, and because the majority of the B.C.
public does not know that strandings and incidental catches should
be reported, other information is being lost.




NUMBER DATE SPECIES LOCATION COMMENTS *

87-23 00Jul87 Cuvier's Beakod Whale Side Bay, VI 50720°'N 127°53'W B24U

87-24 00May87 Dall's Porpoise Hurst Island 50°45'N 127°30'W (o)

87-25 00Jul87 Unidentified Balacnopterid Sido Bay, VI 50°20'N 127°52'W cbh

88-1 07Mar88 Unidentificd Kitty Coleman, Courtonay 49°47'N 125°0'W Ccbu

88-2 01May88 Gray Whale Baonilla Pr., VI 48°35.6'N 124°43.0W C19,10U

88-3 26Mar88 Risso's Dalphin Skidegate Inlet 53°15'N 132°0W B,24,510M

884 08May88 Dall's Porpoise Sasnich Perm., VI 48°37.0'N 123°24.0W A,1,24,589,10,13,14,15,17,M
88-5 19May88 Gray Whale Denman Island 49°30.0'N 124°41W C.1,24,89,10,13,19M
88-6 23May88 Harbour Parpoise Victoria, VI 48°24 5'N 123722.0W C,1,24,57389,10,13,14,1517M
88-7 25May88 Dall's Porpose White Rock 49°02'N 122°49'W C14510M

88-8 24May88 Gray Whale Graham Island, QCI 53°30'N 131°50W CDh,U

88-9 23May88 Harbour Propose Metchosin, V1 48°25.0'N 123°28.2W Cchu

88-10 20Aug8s Gray Whale Goletas Chn., VI 50°50'N 127°45'W C4U

88-11 01Aug8s Humpback Whale Bremner Island, Cape Caution 51°05'N 127°40W CDhU

88-12 09Aug8s Dall's Parpoise Victoria, VI 48°24.6'N 123°19.TW C1,24,589,10,13,15F
88-13 00Jul88 Harbour Porpoise Long Beach, V1 49°3'N 125°42W CDh,U

88-14 29Aug8s Cuvier's Beaked Whale Balcom Inlet, QC1 49°3'N 125°42'W CD.2F

88-15 02Scp88 Harbour Parpoise Union Bay, VI 49°35'N 124°51'W C,1,24,58,9,0,13
88-16 29Scp88 Pacific White-Sided Dalphin Port Hardy, VI 50°43'N 127°30W ADU

88-17 150188 Harbour Porpoise Homby Island 49°30'N 124°40'W A,1,2,457,89,10,13,15,17.M
88-18 26Jul88 Dall's Parpoise Whale Channel 53°12'N 129°09'W ADU

88-19 15Aug8s Dall's Porpoise Whale Channel 53°12'N 129°09'W ADU

88-20 15Aug88 Dall's Parpoise Whale Channel 53°12'N 129°09'W ADU

88-21 15Aug88 Dall's Parpoise Whale Channel 53°12'N 129°09'W ADU

88-22 18Aug88 Dall's Parpoise La Perouse Bank 48°25'N 126°W ADU

88-23 19Aug8s Pacific White-Sided Dalphin La Perouse Bank 48°25'N 126°W ADU

88-24 23Scp8s Harbour Parpoise La Perouse Bank 48°25'N 126°W ADU

88-25 06Dec88 Sperm Whale Rosc Pit, QCI 54°10'N 131°%40W CcDbu

88-26 30Dec88 Minke Whale Tiell, Graham Is 132°N 53°15'W C,1,49,10,13,15F
88-27 00Jun88 Unidentificd Conroy Island 50°30'N 129°25'W CDhU

88-28 00Jun88 Large Retacean Swordfish Bay 52°N 128°15'W CDbhU

Table 1 - Strandings from 1988 and previously unreported strandings from 1987.

All of these records were of single stranded animals. Mass
strandings, being simply two or more animals other than a mother
and calf, are very infrequent on the B.C. coast.

In 1987,22 strandings were reported (Baird et al, 1988), and
three additional strandings from 1987 were reported in 1988,
making a total of 24 strandings. The three new strandings from 1987
are also presented in Table 1. We expect that with an increase in
public knowledge of the stranding program and the importance of
reporting strandings, we will continue to add to the list of previous
strandings.

Comprehensive analysis of the small number of records
-presented here is not possible. A further analysis of the detailed
records collected in both 1987 and 1988, and of all historic stranding
records available, will be made in the future.
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